Welcome
to Worsmp

First Congregational
United Church of Christ

420 Wilson Avenue
Menomonie, Wisconsin

Annual Meeting
Fourth Sunday of Easter
April 26, 2026

Welcome and Announcements

Prelude/Candle Lighting “For the Beauty of the Earth” Leah and Dean Langby,
(arr. Dean Langby) Levi Freeman

Ringing of the Bell

*Call to Worship (*Stand as you are able)

One: Blessed are we when we trust in God.

All:  When we trust in God, we are like trees planted by water.

One: The trees send out roots by the stream.

All: They do not fear when heat comes, and their leaves remain green.

One: They do not fear the drought for they will still bear fruit.

All: Like trees, may our spiritual roots grow near the stream of Life, drawing living water
so we too may thrive and bear fruit. Thanks be to God!

*Opening Prayer (in unison)
Holy Creator and Sustainer, forgive our attitude that all earth’s features and creatures
are here solely for our use or even exploitation. Their value should not be measured in
human utility, but in their own existence and connection to all other species and
planetary processes. Nurture our appreciation for the lives of our woodland kin. Help
us learn to be like them — they need no pay or motivation to grow, sow seed, and give
food, solace, and shelter to all who come to them. Teach us to live in harmony with the
awesome and marvelous home you have given us. Amen.

*Words of Assurance
*Opening Hymn “Morning Has Broken” Hymnal #469
Readings

Psalm 1; Revelation 22:1-5; Excerpt from “Pilgrim at Tinker Creek” by Annie Dillard

Special Music “Andantino from 1st duo for two cellos” Levi Freeman,
(F. A. Kummer) Dean Langby



Sermon “River of Life” Pastor René Mehlberg
Transitional Hymn “In the Garden” SoF #68
Prayers of the People

Lord’s Prayer
Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

Offertory “Simple Gifts” Leah and Dean Langby,
(arr. Dean Langby) Levi Freeman
*Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below;
Praise God above ye heavenly host;
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication (in unison)
Generous God, we share our gifts like tiny seeds from a dandelion. Send out these
gifts on the mighty wind of your Spirit, bringing growth, bearing fruit, and nourishing
our neighbors. May each gift bloom with your grace and love. Amen.

*Closing Hymn “For the Beauty of the Earth” Hymnal #473
*Benediction

*Sung Benediction (unison)
God be with you till we meet again;
Loving counsels guide, uphold you,
With a Shepherd’s care enfold you:
God be with you till we meet again.

Postlude “This is my Father's World” RuthAnn Ledgerwood
(arr. Cindy Berry)

The flowers today are in memory of Tom Ropella from his wife, Carol and his children, Rachel and Henry.

Credits

- Opening Liturgy from “Creation Care Worship Resources: Wisconsin Conference UCC.” 2018 Earth Day or Arbor Day worship
liturgy. Accessed April 22, 2026. https://wcucc.org/creation-care-worship-resources/.

- Myer, Elizabeth. “Annie Dillard on God, Earth, and Freedom.” SALT Project, April 21, 2026.
https://www.saltproject.org/progressive-christian-blog/2026/4/20/annie-dillard-on-god-earth-and-freedom

- Prayer of Dedication from “The Work of Imagination” Lent Series © 2026, an lllustrated Ministry, LLC. product, purchased and
used with permission.

- Licenses purchased to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained: ONELICENSE #A-715543. CCLI
Copyright License B 20989858.

This Week


https://www.saltproject.org/progressive-christian-blog/2026/4/20/annie-dillard-on-god-earth-and-freedom

Wednesday, April 29: 4pm Kid’s Club; 5:30pm; Chancel Choir; 6:30pm Bell Choir, 7pm
Dance practice
Link to the full church calendar: https://www.menomonieucc.org/monthlycalendar



https://www.menomonieucc.org/monthlycalendar
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Morning Has Broken
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Elcanor Farjeon, 1931
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In the Garden
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For the Beauty of the Earth
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5. For Thy church that evermore
Lifteth holy hands above,
Offering up on every shore
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Her pure sacrifice of love,
Lord of all, to Thee we raise
This our hymn of grateful praise.




